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Appreciation for Water Resources Research Reviewers

Martyn P. Clark’ (), Jean Bahr? (), Marc F. P. Bierkens® (), Ximing Cai* ('), Jim Hall® (2,
Terri S. Hogue® (2), Charles H. Luce’ (), Jessica D. Lundquist® (), D. Scott Mackay® (=),
llja H. J. van Meerveld'® (), Harihar Rajaram’" (), Xavier Sanchez-Vila'? (", and Peter A. Troch"®

"Hydrometeorological Applications Program, Research Applications Laboratory, National Center for Atmospheric Research,
Boulder, CO, USA, 2Depar‘fment of Geoscience, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI, USA, 3Department of Physical
Geography, Utrecht University, Utrecht, Netherlands, “Department of Civil Engineering, University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Urbana, IL, USA, SEnvironmental Change Institute, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK, 5Civil and Environmental
Engineering, Director, Hydrologic Science and Engineering, Colorado School of Mines, Golden, CO, USA, 7Rocky Mountain
Research Station, Forest Service, Boise, ID, USA, 8Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Washington, Seattle,
WA, USA, 9Department of Geography, University at Buffalo (SUNY), Buffalo, NY, USA, 10Department of Geography,
University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland, 11Department of Civil, Environmental and Architectural Engineering, University of
Colorado Boulder, Boulder, CO, USA, "2Civil and Environmental Engineering, Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya,
Barcelona, Spain, 13Hydrology and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, USA

The editors of Water Resources Research express their appreciation to the reviewers of articles submitted to
the journal in 2017.

We deeply appreciate the crucial role of reviewers to improve the caliber and impact of Water Resources
Research (WRR) papers. In the current landscape of so many journals, the question is not if you can publish
your work, but where, and readers have a daunting task to cipher out what to read and what to trust. WRR
certainly has a strong reputation for a rigorous review process, as our philosophy is to ensure that each paper
is accurate, clearly explained, and provides new insights.

As editors we see first-hand the important and essential role that reviewers play in meeting these goals
and advancing hydrologic science. Reviewers play a key role to sharpen research questions and to articu-
late the broader impacts of the science advances. We regularly see that reviewers go the extra mile by
editing text and conducting back-of-the-envelope calculations, and sometimes even code up new analy-
sis methods and modeling approaches in order to help authors improve their contributions.

We recognize the outstanding reviewers of 2017 (highlighted in Hanson & Tauxe, 2018) but want to express
our appreciation and gratitude to all reviewers (see list for 2017 below)! Those who have provided three or
more reviews in 2017 are indicated in italics.

In this Editorial we would also like to provide a look “behind the scenes” on the WRR review process:

« Figure 1 illustrates the process used to make a first decision on WRR papers. Approximately 35% of WRR
papers are rejected without review. In comparison to previous years, decisions to reject a paper without
review are now made by a broader range of WRR Editors, and with more input from Associate Editors, to
provide more specific feedback to the authors. The decision to reject without review is made in instances
where a paper is likely to receive a rather negative set of reviews, for example, in cases where the paper
does not have sufficient importance, novelty, and generality to warrant publication in WRR or does not
fit the scope of the journal. The decision to reject without review helps ensure that the referees’ time is
used efficiently, and offers a very good service to the authors as it provides rapid feedback on ways to
improve their work or manuscript.

« Figure 2 illustrates the outcome of the first WRR decision. Approximately 60% of papers are rejected at the
first decision (this includes the ~35% of papers that are rejected without review).

« Figure 3 illustrates the outcome of the first WRR decision, now restricting attention to papers that were sent
for peer review and shows that ~40% of papers reviewed are rejected. Figure 3 shows that the majority of
papers sent to review are revised, emphasizing the critical role of reviewers to improve the quality and
impact of WRR submissions.
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Figure 1. The process used to make the first decision on WRR papers, showing the number and fraction of papers that are
rejected without review by the Editor-in-Chief (EiC), other editors (Ed), and where Associate Editors provide input on the
reject (AE).
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Figure 2. The outcome of first decision on WRR papers.
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Figure 3. The outcome of first decision on WRR papers, restricting attention to papers that were sent out for review.
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